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July 16, 1975

Honorable William E. Colby
Director

Central Intelllgence Agency -
Washington, D.C. 20505

Dear Mr. Director:

\ .
At the Senmator's suggestion, enclosed herewith is a
copy of the statement he completed, and which we re-
leased to the press, about 6:00 p.m. yesterday.

Sincerelyz

~ Stanley R. Flk;,/
. Administrativd Assistant to
Senator Symington
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WS RELEA SE ' . FOR IMMEDTATE RELEASE:
i THE OFFICE OF JuLY 15, 1975

JATOR STUART SYMINGTON (D MO)

SHINGION, D.C.

STATEMENT BY SENATOR SYMINGTON
RE INTERVIEWS WITH DIRECTOR COLBY

WASHINGTON, D.C., JULY 15, 1975 -- In the press of July 9
it was reported that Director Colby gave ne "a detailed page by

e review of the data collected in the CIA invest

s-u

G
o

Ga‘ion of
improper‘éctivities within the intelllceﬂce organization. V

Today, at my request, Mr. Colby came to my office to diséus;
this matter. ‘ ' N

At his request, I had seen Mr. Colby in my apartment in the
springAéf 1973. At that time he read out of a green book what
he thought it necesSary for me; as Acting Chairman of the Senaié
'Armed'Servicés Commitfee to ¥p§w

At that time a1<o he stated 1nproper act1v1L1es had beéen
‘found in the Agency \h1cn he said had been stopped and would
not reoccur if he were confirmed.

When I saw Mr. Colby this mofning he stated that hé.Hadv
"told me the CIA had been working with doﬁestic police»forces,
which he ?lanned to stop. I do not rgmembef this, 5ut woﬁld’
zke his word.for it. |

He also repofted {hat he had said he planned to stoﬁ ‘the

on11ﬁ0 of domestic mail. This I do recall.

After this meeting in 1973, I stipulated he would appear in

ot

open hearing prior to confirmation so as TO &nswer any .questions

+he Armed Services Committee con .sidered advisable; and later




“wouaid also anpear in executive session. This he did.

I do remember asking him in 1973 whether -the Central

cccerrences are among the reascns why I urged that the special

committee, now operating, be set up to investigate all intelligence

As but cne illuétratioh»of lack of knoﬁledge, e%éh‘ihdughvl
xés Acting Chairman of thé Senate Armed Services Coamitfee in
1273, following the accident to the Chairman, I first learned
rom the news media of the'hundréds of millioné of dollafsﬁthe.
CIA was spending in effort to raise a sunken Soviet‘submafiﬁe,

One of the more unfortunate 'ploys" that has oftén beén
utilized in past years re military #nd intelligence'matters_hés
been fof the Executive Branch to single out and présentbto'one or-

1

~cre members of Congress facts withheld from other members of -the

I

e

et

ta

wn

Ccomittee in question, then

o the news media that the

Fy
ot

Cczgresé had beenjinformed; in fact I cén thiﬁk of one:sﬁcﬁiin;
stznce where over a billion dqllaré of the taxpayefs' moneyzwaé,
expended on a questionable project, not only without the apprpvai;
without even the knowledge, of any merber of the ﬁropér:

ccomittees of the Senate. This had to do with the electronic

etnzm near. the DMZ and liazter abandoned.
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
WASHINGTON,D.C. 20505 _ V M

The Honorable Stuart Symington
United States Senate
Washington, D. C. 20510

- Dear Senator Symington:

" Thank you for the opportunity today to refresh your
memory on my briefing of you on May 26, 1973, on various
questionable activities in CIA's past history. You will recall
that I summarized these for you orally from a collection made
by our Inspector General pursuant to a directive by then
Director Schlesinger: Thre briefing covered a number of matters
which were and still are considered classified, although they -
‘have beer reported subsequently to the Vice Pre51dent s
Commission on CIA Activities Within the United States and to
the Senate Select Committee to Study Governmental Operatlons
with Respect to Intelligence Activities. '

Ji
ta]
rt
:

course of that briefing, you obtained from me
at these questionable activities would be
they were not appropriate under the law and

ch You will recall that you obtained the same
assuranc a result of a series of questions durlng my
confirma hearlng, which you chaired. Thus, in my view
you carxr ed out in a fully responsible and effective way the
function of over51ght of our sensitive intelligence activities,
i.e., reviewing them, insisting on compliance with our proper |
charter, but at the same time not revealing them publicly.
We in CIA and I personally have profited over the years from
your oversight of our activities, as I believe has the nation
as a whole.

assura.
termin
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Sincerely,

.."p-,"..q—-. nrs wv-“,, ‘Y"'I?’

W. E. Colby
Director
:Zc.blp 3lp (135uly75)
Sistribution:
Crig - ARddresseae ‘
1 - DX :
1 - GLC 1 - ER 1 - E. H. Knoche
1 - 1IG 1 - OGC 1 - AD/DCI/IC
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July 10, 1975

Honorable William E. Colby
Director

Central Intelligence Agency
Washington, D. C. 20505

Dear Bill:

Acknowledging your letter of July 9 and o .
the attachments thereto, at mutual /,/,//"”//
convenience I would appreciate your '
coming over and telling me what you think

you told me on that morning at myb’/p/A—ﬂz’/«-—
‘;,4_/\’/— . . ’ -

apartment on May 26, 1973.

art Symington

Approved For Release 2007/03/14 : CIA'—RDP79M00>467A002700010002-0
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9 July 1975 -

The Honorable Stuart Symington
United States Senate
~ Washington, D, C. 20510

Dear Senatoxf Symington:

. The press today carries references to the fact that you were
 briefed by me in May 1973 on various gquestionable activities in ClA's
past. The press reierences stem from the public release, approved
by the President yesterday, of my report to the President of December
24, 1974, following The New York Times article of December 22nd
alleging CIA involvement in a "massive illegal domestic intelligence
cperation.** Annex I to that report was a copy of a memorandum written
by me on 29 August 1973. This memorandum refers to the Agency's
assembly of information in May 1973 on questionable activities in its
‘past, parsuant to 2 memorandum dated May 9, 1973, issued by then
Director Schlesinger (Ammex F of the 24 December report to the Presi-
- dent). In this 29 August 1973 memorandum, I referred to the fact that-
the assembled material was used "in a detailed, ‘page-by-page review

i or Symington and Congressman Nedzi,

use Armed Services Intelligence Sube

- Committees, respectively.® It is this reference that the press based -
their stories on this morning. Iattacha copy of the relevant documents. -

You may recall that on 26 May 1973, Mr, Lawrence Houston and
1 visited you at your apartment at the Watergate to review a coilection
made by our Inspector General of questionable activities in the Agency's
past. We used ths Inspector General's summary of these sveats as the
endeavored to cover all the major”’

i summary form. In response to .
your several questions, I assured you that any activity beyond ClA's
charter which might have taken place in the past would not be permitted
to happen again. You will recall that you made a particular point of

' 'Approv.ed For Release 2007/03/14 : CIA-RDP79M00467A002700010002-0 .
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~obtaining this commitment from me during my confirmation hearings.
In response to this cmxmtznenz, I developed the memorandum of
August 29, 1973, referred-to above; | which levied specific directives to
terminate improper activity by the CIA in the future.

At your convenience I would be glad to show you the original
material used to brief you {much of which is otill classified), together
with the full text of the instructions and other memoranda relating to
this matter. The entire package of course has been made availabls to
the Senate Select Committee to Study Governmental Operations With
Respect to Intelligence Activities, as well as to the Rockefeller Com-
mission on ClA Activities Within the United States. It was the basis

 for my report to the President of December 24, 1974, although that of
course was limited to the subjects covered in The New York Times
articla of December 22nd.

. § 64 you bave any further qnesﬁms on this matter, I would be pleased
to respond.

Sincerely,

/s/ Bill

W. E. Colby
Director

Attachment:
Declassified version of DCI report to the President of 24 Dec 74
WEC:blp
Distribution:
Original - Addressee via OLC
DCI '
OLC
E. H. Knoche
1G
OoGC
AD/DC1/IC :
Assistant to the Director (Mr. Thuermer)
Special Counsel to the Director
DDCI
ER.
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